
• Holy Cross Episcopal Church 

 

 
 

To be honest, I had thought arriving at Holy Cross in the beginning of summer would 
allow for a nice, easy on-ramp. But this place has been hopping, y’all! 

From picnics and various ministries continuing to meet, the summer chapel season at   
St. John’s, to the holy occasions of funerals of beloved elders, to staff transitions in and 
out (including my own here!) and of course, the many summer and conference visitors 
we have, Holy Cross has been a hub of activity as I’ve gotten acclimated and started 
learning the patterns of this place (to the soundtrack of bagpipes for the last month, to 
my delight!) 

I was excited to learn of several anniversaries our parish community had recently: the 
100th anniversary of holding services in our current church building and then the 148th anniversary of the first 
Episcopal service held in the high country, in a house where the Bishop Ives’ Cabin now stands (which pairs nicely 
with the upcoming 48th Valle Country Fair!) I’ve enjoyed learning some of the history of the Episcopal mission in 
our area and it’s humbling to imagine the ministry that has gone on here. The spirit of Bishop Ives and Brother 
Skiles and those early disciples lives on today, as one can see from the many people served through the MOC, the 
summer food ministry in partnership with our Methodist friends, and indeed, in the everyday care that you extend 
one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Part of what drew me to you is the curiosity that I named last month, as well as in some sermons and                     
conversations already: the desire to see what God the Holy Spirit is up to in the high country and at Holy Cross 
next. What are the seeds we are planting of stories that may well be told in another 100 years from now, perhaps 
even another 184 years from now. 

I’ve asked the vestry to begin pondering with me, and I’ll ask the wider community again here: what do you hope 
for in our next years of ministry together? What would you like to see Holy Cross do and be? Beyond doing the 
things we do well (if it ain’t broke…) are there things you feel our parish is called to? Are there any audacious 
dreams, possible only with God’s help, out there? 

I’m looking forward to a lovely end of summer and fall season, to experiencing the Fair, to seeing beautiful leaves 
which will bring another wave of visitors, and to continuing to know you and learn the rhythm of our year as we 
approach a new liturgical year when Advent comes around. I’m on the lookout and listening for those dreams and 
visions that God provides and through which God often calls us. I hope you’ll join me. 

Thank you. See you in church (invite a friend!)  
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Fr. Jonathan (you can call me Jonathan!) 
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August 1 

Andrea and Randy McDonough 

 

August 8 

Rebecca Cairns and Keith Martin 

 

August 8 

Karen and Leon Spencer  

 

August 18 

Justin Turbyfill and Seth Yarber 

 

August 20 

Patty and Craig Adams 

 

August 26 

Gena and Bill Rankin 

 

August 27 

Beth and Steve Loflin 

 

August 30 

Jean and Terry Marshall 

 

4   William Rankin 

6 Mills Sturge 

16 Brenda Lowman 

18 John LaCapra 

19 Sheila Rubin 

20 Nelia Cunningham 

21 Fred Klingeman 

20    Frank Watson 

22   Sally Hatch 

24  Jim Tennant 

27   Tav Gauss 

28 Mary Willis 

29 Mary Belanger 

30   Karla Prudhomme 

31   Peggy Hedrick 

 

Prayer List 
Please hold these people in your healing prayers  

For Healing:  Our injured and disabled military personnel, our veterans, all civilians harmed in conflict, and for 
Dayton C., Wendell S., Noyes L., Gerry P., Rebecca M., Sam, Bill B., Randy M., Shane B., Claire M., Tav G.,                  
Andrea M., Charles III, Kate M., Floyd T., Leslie S., Suzie L., Pam C., Ann G., Rosalie G., Stuart T., Michael H., 
Laura B., Linda B., Mike L., Mike M., Susan M., Jacquie M., Arthur L., Coleman B., David, Michael T., Wayne W., 
Sally, Ann I. 
 

For those in Harm’s Way:  All who serve with the armed forces at home & abroad, all who serve in the Peace 
Corps, and all health & relief workers throughout the world. 
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We're going to lay down our burdens, down by the riverside" -- literally -- at our next MNO   
gathering hosted by neighbors Mike Edgerton and Jim Tennant on the banks of the Watauga River   
beginning at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 18.  It will be our annual "weenie roast" homage to our very 
first meeting ten years ago with quarter pound Kosher beef hot dogs from Costco (with a plant-based 
alternative) complete with all the usual condiments and fixin's, plus Annie's famous chili, Becky's cole 
slaw, Wickle's garlic pickles, chopped Vidalia onions, sauerkraut, chips, watermelon and, of course, 
Ray's Klondike bars for dessert, all for $5 per person.   

Remember to bring your own beverage to enjoy (and share) plus your favorite lawn chair for comfort 
and lawn games for enjoyment. The location is in the Shulls Farm Subdivision off Broadstone Road in 
Valle Crucis with a GPS address of 535 New Farm Road, Banner Elk, NC 28604. A detailed map will 
be sent to those who RSVP, and carpooling is strongly encouraged. 

MNO is a monthly opportunity for men from within our parishes, faith centers, and in our community 
to enjoy having an evening of fellowship together. We're very flexible and inclusive, so feel free to bring 
a friend... or three!  To let our gracious hosts know how many will be in attendance, please RSVP by 
noon on Sunday, August 16 via email to KeithTMartin@gmail.com. 

If you do not drive at night, need a ride to and/or from MNO, or are without reliable transportation 
for whatever reason, simply let us know. We have participants from all over the High Country who 
would welcome your company and be happy to pick you up and deliver you safely home. 

Please, come join us! 

2026 Valle Country Fair Update- 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

With less than three months to go until the epic 3rd Saturday in October, your Valle Country Fair team 

remains hard at work. Food orders are being placed with US Foods,    

poster / t-shirt art is finalized (we will share the colorful poster soon!), 

team leaders are checking off to-dos for their respective areas, and the    

volunteer trumpets have sounded. 

If you have a volunteer role secured for the fair, we thank you! If you are 

new to the parish or the fair and aren’t sure how to raise your hand, please 

email our volunteer coordinator, Mary Pietan at mfpietan@gmail.com  

or email the fair email account at vcf.chairs@gmail.com. This fair        

cannot happen without the hands-on efforts of 200+ people. We have big 

jobs and small, physical jobs and seated, time-consuming jobs and short 

duration jobs. This is rewarding work, and we need you. 

Questions? Contact Julie Gates and Tracey Heiss 

at vcf.chairs@gmail.com or by calling  Julie (704-906-2269) or

Tracey (703-919-9767). Many thanks! 

mailto:KeithTMartin@gmail.com
mailto:mfpietan@gmail.com
mailto:vcf.chairs@gmail.com
mailto:vcf.chairs@gmail.com
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Outreach has served 117 people since January.  We have cut back considerably in our assistance due to overload 
of calls.  Our target is $5,000 per month now.  We spent over $6,000 in June, largely on rent and utilities.  The 
needs, they keep on coming.  One of our prime partners has “taken a pause” from their swamped calls.  We 
have cut back on what we can give for community grants but the grants are safe and these applicants were fund-
ed as far as we could: 

2026 Community Grants From Valle Country Fair Proceeds 

Quiet Givers 
Foscoe Home Team 
FARM Cafe 
Blue Ridge Women in Agriculture 
WAMY 
The Children’s Council 
Spirit Ride 
High Country Caregivers 
Mountain Alliance 
The Meeting Place 
Back 2 School Festival 
Fresh Start of Hospitality House 
Frontline to Farm 
Habitat for Humanity 
The Dawn Fund 

Thanks to all who participated in the Grants discussion.  And thanks to those who administered and worked 
the Valle Country Fair so that HC can fulfill its mission of compassionate ministry and follow the directive 
from Jesus own words “to love one another”.  

Your Outreach team— Judy, Sis, Niki, Vickie, Mary S, Martie, Kip, Roberta and Radie 
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Holy Eucharist and Healing Services 

For summer months, Holy Cross will resume offering a reflective evening service of Holy Eucharist 

with healing prayer at 5:15 pm on the last Wednesday of the month. All are welcome. 

Coffee hour is our weekly opportunity for people in our parish and our community to enjoy fellowship 
together. But, we need your help! Choose a Sunday and plan to provide simple treats. Coffee, iced tea and         
juice will be provided as well as sugar-free and gluten-free crackers and cookies. All you need to 
bring are simple treats. Some suggestions are mini muffins, cheese and crackers, fruit such as 
grapes, or a veggie tray. Your choice!   

ECW will be hosting a more substantial social hour the first Sunday of every month. Please look at 
your calendars for any of the other Sundays through October 18. To sign up or for more       
information, please call Mary Watson. 
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  How many of you have ever really looked at the unusual light fixtures in the church?  There is a small plaque in 
the rear of the church stating that these were given in memory of Mary Ellen Horner, Susan Isabel Graves, and 
Hedwig Marie Maul.  Mary Horner was the sister of Bishop Horner and she was the principal of the Mission 
School until her death in 1922.  Isabel Graves became the principal of the school following Mary Horner.
Hedwig Maul was a teacher at the school until the early 1920’s.  The announcement in the church bulletin dated 
Nov. 13, 1938 stated there would be a dedication of the lights and said “We have all been happy over the          
beautiful new lights installed some time ago in the church in memory of three real friends of the church, Miss 
Horner, Miss Graves, and Miss Maul.  These three devoted women, who lived and loved and labored among us, 
and who contributed in so many ways to the building up of our church life, who were “lights of the world in their 
several generations,” shall have these lights dedicated to their memory, to shine forth to give light in the church 
which they loved.  Very fittingly, we shall have as the preacher of the evening, the man under whose leadership 
the church was built, our one-time Priest-in-charge, the Rev. J. P. Burke, now Rector of St. James’ Church,       
Hendersonville.”   The bishop at that time was Robert E. Gribbin and he was present for the dedication service.   
Below are the prayers that were used during the dedication service for the lights. During the dark winter months 
these prayers help to remind us that the light continues to shine forth from the Valle of the Cross as it has for 184 years. 

     Dedication of Memorial Lights – Holy Cross Church, November 17, 1938 

   “Almighty God, who from ancient times hast put it into the hearts of Thy people to make offerings for Thy 
Service and the use of Thy Sanctuary, and who hast been pleased at all times to accept gifts at their hands; We 
pray Thee to accept this memorial which we now set a part in Thy Name.  May Thy blessing rest on this gift and 
the givers of it, that Thy Church may be benefited, Thy worship made more worthy, and Thy Name may be     
exalted and glorified continually; we ask this in the Name and for the merits of Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

  In the faith of Jesus Christ our Lord we dedicate these memorial lights to the GLORY OF GOD and in 
memory of His Servants: Mary Ellen Horner, Susan Isabel Graves, and Hedwig Marie Maul, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  O Almighty Father, Lord of heaven and earth, who sent Thy blessed Son to be the Light of the World;
vouchsafe, we beseech Thee, to accept this offering at our hands for the adornment of Thy House of Prayer, and 
the beauty of Thy worship, and to consecrate this gift to Thy glory and ourselves to Thy service; for Jesus Christ’s 
sake. Amen. 

Almighty and everliving God, we yield unto Thee most high praise and hearty thanks for the wonderful grace      
and virtue declared in all Thy saints, who have been the choice vessels of Thy grace, and the lights of the world    
in their several generations; most humbly beseeching Thee to give us grace so to follow the example of their 
steadfastness in Thy faith, and obedience to Thy holy commandments, that at the day of the general Resurrection 
we, with all these who are of the mystical body of Thy Son, may be set on His right hand, and hear that His most 
joyful voice; Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.  Grant this, O Father, for the sake of the same, Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate.  
Amen. 

 And now may God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, shine in our hearts, to give us the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  Amen.” 

Next time you are in the church take time to notice the lights and be thankful for the many dedicated and hard 
working people that truly loved God and the “church in the valle”.      

Notes from 
the Attic  

– Dedy Traver
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