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Welcome Home to Holy Cross!  
It is our privilege to worship with you this morning! Please know that all baptized 
Christians regardless of Church denomination, and all who seek a deeper knowledge and 
love of God in Christ are most welcome to receive the bread and wine of the Holy 
Eucharist.  

Children are most welcome and encouraged to participate in all services at Holy Cross. 
Rocking chairs have been provided for caregivers with infants.  

If this is your first time at Holy Cross, please complete a Visitor Card and let us know about 
your visit, especially if you have a specific need or prayer request. Visitor Cards are found 
in the pew racks. If you would like additional information about our many ministries and 
activities, speak to one of our Ushers or Greeters, or stop by Skiles Hall during the 
fellowship hour that follows each service. We would be happy to speak with you in person. 

 If you would like to make a financial offering or contribution,  
 you can do so by scanning this QR Code or via our website at  
 www.holycrossvallecrucis.net 

 You can also give through online text by sending 
 HCGIFT to 73256, followed by the gift amount 
 Messages and data rates may apply 

It is the custom in The Episcopal Church to prepare for worship by gathering in reverent 
silence and prayer, and during the worship service, stand for praise, sit for instruction, and, 
as you are able, kneel for prayer. Please respect the devotional needs of others by turning 
off cellular telephones and electronic devices, and by speaking with hushed voices. 

Again, Welcome Home to Holy Cross! And may God’s peace enfold you. 

All musical selections reprinted with the permission of ritesong. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. All scripture passages taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education in the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 

http://www.holycrossvallecrucis.net/
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Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
The Word of God 

The Prelude: “Christians, We Have Met to Worship” arr. Mark Hayes 

The Announcements:  (Pages 15-19) 
The Prayer for the Care of Children: BCP 829 
Priest: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care 
 of children: Give us calm strength and patient wisdom as we bring them 
 up, that we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, 
 following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
All stand as they are able. 
Opening Hymn:  #460  (vss. 1, 4-6) “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” Coronation 
The Opening Acclamation:  BCP 355 
Priest: Blessed be God (†): Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
The Collect for Purity: BCP 355 
Priest: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
 Name; through Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
The Gloria: #S-278 
 Glory to God in the highest, 
  and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks, 
  we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us. 
 You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. Continued… 
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 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
 You alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
The Collect of the Day: BCP 233 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest: Let us pray. 

 Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in 
 our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with 
 all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ 
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever 
 and ever. 
People: Amen. 
All are now seated for the readings from Scripture. 
The First Lesson: Exodus 3:1-15 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his 
flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the 
angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the 
bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and 
look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw 
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from 
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I 
am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I 
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 
and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out 
of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the 
country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the 
Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 
Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
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But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you 
that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 
worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites 
and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” 
He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’“ God 
also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me 
to you’: 
 This is my name forever, 
  and this my title for all generations. 

 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
A time for silent reflection follows. 
The Response: (Prayed responsively as noted in Bold type) Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
 1  Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 
  make known his deeds among the peoples. 

 2  Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
  and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 3  Glory in his holy Name; * 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

 4  Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
  continually seek his face. 
 5  Remember the marvels he has done, * 
  his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

 6  O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
  O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 23  Israel came into Egypt, * 
  and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 

 24  The LORD made his people exceedingly fruitful; * 
  he made them stronger than their enemies; Continued… 
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 25  Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, * 
  and dealt unjustly with his servants. 

 26  He sent Moses his servant, * 
  and Aaron whom he had chosen. 
 45c  Hallelujah! 
A time for silent reflection follows. 
The Second Lesson: Romans 12:9-21 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
All stand as they are able. 
The Gradual Hymn:  #675 “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said” Bourbon 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
 The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
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But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 
me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it 
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in 
return for their life?  

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The Sermon: The Rev. Jonathan C. Chesney 

A time of silence follows the Sermon. Please remain seated until the Altar Ministers stand. 
The Nicene Creed: BCP 358 
 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. Continued… 
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   On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 
All stand or kneel for the prayers as they are able. 
The Prayers of the People: (Adapted from the Southwell Litany) 
Leader: In peace, let us pray to God saying, 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Deepen our gratitude for all you have given us: the beauty of creation, love given 
 and received, and the sacred calling to share your grace with a hurting world. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Grant us a lively hope in your mercy and deliver us from weariness in our 
 struggles, from despondency in failure, and from an overburdened sense of 
 unworthiness. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Save us from all unwise haste, from the impatient retort of irritation and the 
 taunt of sarcasm, and from all idle words that hurt. 
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Leader: Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Lead us away from strife, partisanship, and division, from magnifying our 
 certainties to condemn all differences, and from building our systems to exclude 
 all challenges. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Inspire those who hold authority and influence in the nations with your vision 
 for a world made new and give them the wisdom and hearts of servants to work 
 for the common good and dignity of all people. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Give to the leaders of your Church, especially all bishops, priests, and deacons, 
 the faithfulness of learners and the courage of believers and rescue us from the 
 easy arrogance that seeks wisdom in our own opinions and salvation through 
 our own efforts. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader:  Comfort with your healing grace to all those whose suffering in body and spirit 
 is clear to us, all those whose suffering is hidden, and all those whom we name 
 aloud at this time: 
The people speak the names of those on their hearts. 
When you arrived at the service, you received a stick with a name on it. That is the name of someone who 
has requested our prayers. Please call out the name of the person on that stick as well as anyone else on your 
heart, and keep them in your daily prayers through the coming week. 
At the Offertory, simply drop the sticks in the offering plate. This is a wonderful way for all of us to share 
in the prayer ministry of our Parish. 
 The Leader concludes saying, 
Leader: Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
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The Confession of Sin: (Prayed by all present) BCP 393 
 Have mercy upon us, 
 most merciful Father; 
 in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
 known and unknown, 
 things done and left undone; 
 and so uphold us by your Spirit 
 that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of your Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
The Absolution: 
 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive (†) you all your sins through our Lord 
 Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 keep you in eternal life. 
People: Amen. 
All stand as they are able. 
The Peace: 
Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

All greet one another in the Name of the Lord. 
The Birthday and Anniversary Prayer: 
 Watch over your child(ren) O Lord, 
 as their days increase. 
 Bless and guide them wherever they may be. 
 Strengthen them when they stand. 
 Comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful. 
 Raise them up if they fall. 
 And in their heart(s) may your peace 
 which passes understanding, 
 abide with them all the days of their lives; 
 through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, 
 Amen. 
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Concerning The Holy Communion 

A reminder that all present are welcome to the Communion regardless of Christian denomination. 
We consider it an honor and privilege to commune with all present as one united body of Christ. 

To receive the bread, extend your hands towards the priest. To receive the wine, guide the bottom of the 
chalice with both hands. To receive the bread and wine together via intinction, retain the bread in your 

hands. To receive a blessing instead of the bread and wine, cross your arms across your chest. 
If you have a gluten allergy, simply inform the priest when you come to the rail. 

When at the Altar Rail, move toward either wall so that those in the center will kneel last. 
Please wait to be dismissed; those in the center depart first. 

The Holy Communion 
The Offertory: “Deep River” Offered by Emma Pullium 
The Presentation Hymn:  #380 “The Doxology” Old 100th 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367 
The Sursum Corda: 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; for by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us 
a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Continued… 



12 

The Sanctus: #S-128 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
All kneel or stand as they are able. 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Priest and People: We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory; 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your 
Holy Spirit (†) upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified (†) by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Brother Skiles, Constance and 
her companions, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. 
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By (†) him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
People: AMEN . 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer: Traditional Version BCP 364 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread: (The Fraction) 

The Priest breaks the consecrated bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
The Fraction Anthem: #S-155 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 therefore let us keep the feast. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
The Invitation: 
The Priest invites the people to Communion saying, 
 The Gifts of God for the People of God. (And may add:) Take them in remembrance 
 that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Hymns during the Communion: 
 #325 “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 #344 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” 

An extended time for silent prayer and reflection precedes and follows each communion hymn. 
When all have communed, the following hymn is sung. 

An additional time for silent prayer and reflection precedes the following prayer. 
The Post-communion Prayer: BCP 365 
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
All stand as they are able. 
The Blessing: 
The Priest offers a blessing concluding with, 
 And the Blessing of God Almighty: (†) the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 be upon you this day and remain with you for ever. 
People: Amen. 
The Closing Hymn:  #423 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” St. Denio 
The Dismissal: 
Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
The Postlude:  “Postlude on Hyfrydol” arr. Dan Miller 
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We thank those who served this morning 
 At St. John’s At Holy Cross 
 9:00 am 11:00 am 
Musician: Holy Cross Choir Emma Pullium 
Greeters & Ushers: John & Faye Cooper Randy McDonough & Karla Prudhomme 
Lectors: Tav Gauss Jane Blackburn 
Prayers of the People: Alicia Toomey Jane Blackburn 
Chalice Bearers: Paul Bernhardy John Goodrich & Nina-Jo Moore 
Acolytes: Paul Bernhardy Nina-Jo Moore 
Healing Minister:  Kim Gauss 
Linen Fairy:  Kim Gauss 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Emergency Pastoral Contact Update for Fr. Jonathan 
Dear friends, I've recently re-activated the landline phone in the Holy Cross Rectory, where 
my mobile phone does not receive good reception. In the event of a pastoral emergency 
after-hours, please don't hesitate to utilize the following number and I'll return contact as 
soon as is possible: 828-963-5198. 

The best numbers to reach me during the day are my office phone (828-963-4609 x22) and 
mobile (205-532-0909). The home number and mobile are not private, but I do wish to 
keep them discreet to the Holy Cross community as much as possible, so please don't share 
online. 

Join the Holy Cross Choir! 
Choir rehearsals have now resumed on Wednesdays from 7pm-8:30pm in the Skiles Hall 
Choir Room. We'd love to have you join this aspect of our music ministry. Can't read 
music? No problem. Afraid you can't carry a tune? That's probably false. Afraid of the time 
commitment? Just talk to Emma or send her an email at pulliumec.holycross@gmail.com.  

 

 

mailto:pulliumec.holycross@gmail.com
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TODAY, SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026 
The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 9:00 am Valle Crucis United Methodist Church Service at Holy Cross 
 9:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at St. John’s  with guest musician(s) 
 10:15 am Fellowship on the Lawn at St. John’s 
 11:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at Holy Cross  with music and Children’s Prayer 
  This service is Live-Streamed via our YouTube Channel 
 12:15 pm Fellowship in Skiles Hall 

Regular Compline Services 
Mondays & Thursdays – 8:00 pm via Zoom 

Compline is offered via Zoom at 8:00 p.m. every Monday & Thursday – please follow the 
link on the Church website to join the Zoom meeting. The "Virtual Waiting Room" opens 
15 minutes before each service begins. 

Contact Angela Williams or Mary Pietan if you have any issues signing on for Compline. 

NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 
The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 9:00 am Valle Crucis United Methodist Church Service at Holy Cross 
 9:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at St. John’s  with guest musician(s) 
 10:15 am Fellowship on the Lawn at St. John’s 
 11:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at Holy Cross  with music and Children’s Prayer 
  This service is Live-Streamed via our YouTube Channel 
 12:15 pm Fellowship in Skiles Hall 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 

The Feast of the Holy Cross – Potluck Luncheon in Skiles Hall 
On Sunday, September 13, we will celebrate the Feast of the Holy Cross with one service at 
11:00 am and a potluck luncheon in Skiles following the service. Please bring one dish of 
your choice. Meal set ups will be provided and ready for your tasty offerings. Mary Pietan 
will be hostess for this event so you may contact her if you have questions via phone at 
904-234-4915 or email at mfpietan@gmail.com. 

Looking forward to seeing you all there! 

Coffee Hour 
Coffee hour is our weekly opportunity for people in our parish and our community to 
enjoy fellowship together. But, we need your help! Choose a Sunday and plan to provide 
simple treats. Coffee, iced tea and juice will be provided as well as sugar-free and gluten-
free crackers and cookies. All you need to bring are simple treats. Some suggestions are 
mini muffins, cheese and crackers, fruit such as grapes, or a veggie tray. Your choice!   

ECW will be hosting a more substantial social hour the first Sunday of every month. Please 
look at your calendars for any of the other Sundays through October 18. To sign up or for 
more information, please call Mary Watson at 904-610-9410. 

Volunteers Needed for the Valle Country Fair 
It’s that time of year again! The 48th annual Valle Country Fair, Saturday October 17th, is 
just around the corner. Holy Cross, the little church with the big heart, has lived its mission 
of ‘neighbor helping neighbor’, not only by supporting local nonprofits but by pitching in 
to help those in need with things like fuel oil, medical bills and assistance with their rent. 
But WE NEED YOU! Please think about where you would be willing to help and make 
this year’s fair another great success. Please contact Mary Pietan via email at 
vcf.volunteer26@gmail.com and let her know where you want to work and what type of 
job you’d prefer. We have lots of spots to fill. Thank you! 

 

 

mailto:mfpietan@gmail.com
mailto:vcf.volunteer26@gmail.com
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2026 VCF Poster Distribution 
The 2026 Valle Country Fair Posters are ready! We need your help with the Poster/Flyer 
distribution! Consider signing up with a friend - choose an area and enjoy an afternoon 
together! 

Sign-up is easy! The following link will take you to the Sign-Up with available distribution 
areas: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084FADAC23A2FB6-valle1#/. We will 
have packets with your name on them available to pick up in Skiles Hall, or if needed we 
can deliver packets to you. 

Your help is greatly appreciated! Poster distribution needs to be completed AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. If you have any questions please contact Tracey Heiss at heisstj@gmail.com 
or 703-919-9767. Thank you for your help! 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2026 
Prosecco in the Park / 14th Annual Gates Anniversary Celebration 

All are invited to join Bob and Julie Gates at Valle Crucis Community Park’s final Music in 
the Valle event on Friday, September 4 for Prosecco and dessert to celebrate their 14th 
anniversary. Music will be provided by Brewer’s Foscoe Four with the famous Dave Brewer. 
(Help us congratulate Dave, the 2026 recipient of the Boone Area Chamber’s Citizen of the 
Year Community Award. Well done, Dave!) Corks begin popping at 5:30 PM; music starts 
at 6:00 PM. Icy Prosecco and dessert will be available under the Herrick pavilion. All are 
welcome for toe-tapping music and fellowship. Hope to see you on Friday, September 4th. 

Sunday School Resumes Soon 
Children’s Sunday School at the 11:00 service resumes on September 13! Children ages 
three (and potty-trained) to ten years old will be invited with our stalwart Sunday School 
teachers for song, prayer, and learning in Skiles Hall and return to the service 
approximately at the Peace. We hope to have an update on nursery care options soon as 
well. 

Early Service at Holy Cross Resumes Soon 
A spoken Rite II service will resume at 8:00 a.m. on September 20, 2026, with our Rite II 
service with music continuing as usual at 11 a.m. This will be our regular service schedule 
moving forward. We remain in conversation with Valle Crucis United Methodist Church as 
their restoration project nears completion. Keep an eye out for an announcement regarding 
the reopening and rededication of their restored sanctuary in the heart of Valle Crucis! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084FADAC23A2FB6-valle1#/
mailto:heisstj@gmail.com?subject=VCF%20Poster%20Distribution
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Pray for our Presbyterian-Episcopal Campus Ministry 
A Request from PECM Coordinator Jinx Miller 

This morning, as I observed the Blessing of Backpacks in worship, I was deeply touched by 
how much our Presbyterian Episcopal Campus Ministry needs your prayers of support and 
those of your congregations. Throughout each school year, we call upon you all to help us 
feed and host our gatherings and for financial support, and you all graciously come 
through. For this we gratefully thank you. 

As we begin this new school year, our ministry faces special needs while we seek a new 
Presbyterian campus minister. In addition to the usual help we ask for, this year, we need 
your prayerful support as Presbyterian board members attempt to pick up the slack left in 
our minister's vacancy, and as Episcopal Campus Minister Rev. Anna Shine flies solo, 
faithfully tending to her regular duties as well as picking up new responsibilities left by the 
absence of a Presbyterian minister. We have hired a part-time student intern, Juliet Plue, 
whom we expect to handle many of the organizational tasks ably. Juliet also needs your 
prayers for support and guidance. 

May I ask you to pray for us? Will you ask your congregations to pray for us as well? 

In Christ's Love, Jinx 
"And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of 
Christ." Colossians 4:3 

The Parish Prayer List:  August 30, 2026 
Please keep the following in your prayers this week: 
For Healing:  Our injured and disabled military personnel, our veterans, all civilians 
harmed in conflict, and for Dayton C., Wendell S., Noyes L., Gerry P., Rebecca M., 
Sam, Bill B., Randy M., Shane B., Tav G., Andrea M., Charles III, Kate M., Floyd T., 
Leslie S., Suzie L., Pam C., Ann G., Rosalie G., Stuart T., Michael H., Laura B., Linda B., 
Mike L., Mike M., Susan M., Jacquie M., Arthur L., Coleman B., David, Michael T., 
Wayne W., Scott W., Sally, Ann I., Beth B., Daryl M., Angie N., __________. 

For those in Harm’s Way:  All who serve with the armed forces at home & abroad, all 
who serve in the Peace Corps, and all health & relief workers throughout the world. 
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