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Welcome Home to Holy Cross!  
It is our privilege to worship with you this morning! Please know that all baptized 
Christians regardless of Church denomination, and all who seek a deeper knowledge and 
love of God in Christ are most welcome to receive the bread and wine of the Holy 
Eucharist.  

Children are most welcome and encouraged to participate in all services at Holy Cross. 
Rocking chairs have been provided for caregivers with infants.  

If this is your first time at Holy Cross, please complete a Visitor Card and let us know about 
your visit, especially if you have a specific need or prayer request. Visitor Cards are found 
in the pew racks. If you would like additional information about our many ministries and 
activities, speak to one of our Ushers or Greeters, or stop by Skiles Hall during the 
fellowship hour that follows each service. We would be happy to speak with you in person. 

 If you would like to make a financial offering or contribution,  
 you can do so by scanning this QR Code or via our website at  
 www.holycrossvallecrucis.net 

 You can also give through online text by sending 
 HCGIFT to 73256, followed by the gift amount 
 Messages and data rates may apply 

It is the custom in The Episcopal Church to prepare for worship by gathering in reverent 
silence and prayer, and during the worship service, stand for praise, sit for instruction, and, 
as you are able, kneel for prayer. Please respect the devotional needs of others by turning 
off cellular telephones and electronic devices, and by speaking with hushed voices. 

Again, Welcome Home to Holy Cross! And may God’s peace enfold you. 

All musical selections reprinted with the permission of ritesong. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. All scripture passages taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education in the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 

http://www.holycrossvallecrucis.net/
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Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
The Word of God 

The Prelude: Offered by Shane Watson 
The Announcements:  (Pages 15-18) 
The Prayer for the Care of Children: BCP 829 
Priest: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care 
 of children: Give us calm strength and patient wisdom as we bring them 
 up, that we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, 
 following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
All stand as they are able. 
The Opening Hymn:  #535 “Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim” Paderborn 
The Opening Acclamation:  BCP 355 
Priest: Blessed be God (†): Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
The Collect for Purity: BCP 355 
Priest: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
 Name; through Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
The Gloria: #S-280 
 Glory to God in the highest, 
  and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks, 
  we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us. Continued… 
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 You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 You alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
The Collect of the Day: BCP 230 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest: Let us pray. 

 O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and 
 our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to 
 you with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
People: Amen. 
All are now seated for the readings from Scripture. 
The First Lesson: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The LORD has greatly blessed my 
master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, 
male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to 
my master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me 
swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, 
and get a wife for my son.’  

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if 
now you will only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the 
spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, 
“Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, 
and I will draw for your camels also” — let her be the woman whom the LORD has 
appointed for my master’s son.’  
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“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her 
water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, 
‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, 
and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I 
asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, 
whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her 
arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the 
God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter 
of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with 
my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to 
the left.”  

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I 
will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s 
servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, 
become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their 
foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the 
man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from 
Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in 
the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when 
she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the 
man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” 
So she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that 
he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, 
and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s 
death.  

 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
A time for silent reflection follows. 
The Response: (Prayed responsively as noted in Bold type) Psalm 45:11-18 
 11  “Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; *  
  forget your people and your father’s house. 

 12  The king will have pleasure in your beauty; *  
  he is your master; therefore do him honor. 

Continued… 
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 13  The people of Tyre are here with a gift; *  
  the rich among the people seek your favor.” 

 14  All glorious is the princess as she enters; *  
  her gown is cloth-of-gold. 
 15  In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; *  
  after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 

 16  With joy and gladness they are brought, *  
  and enter into the palace of the king. 
 17  “In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; *  
  you shall make them princes over all the earth. 

 18  I will make your name to be remembered  
  from one generation to another; *  
  therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever.” 

A time for silent reflection follows. 

The Second Lesson: Romans 7:15-25a 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it 
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good 
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I 
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I 
do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.  

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For 
I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at 
war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

All stand as they are able. 

The Gradual Hymn:  #699 “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” Aberystwyth 
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The Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and 
you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’  

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 

“All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The Sermon: The Rev. Jonathan C. Chesney 

A time of silence follows the Sermon. Please remain seated until the Altar Ministers stand. 
The Nicene Creed: BCP 358 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. Continued… 
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  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 
All stand or kneel for the prayers as they are able. 
The Prayers of the People: (Adapted from the Southwell Litany) 
Leader: In peace, let us pray to God saying, 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Deepen our gratitude for all you have given us: the beauty of creation, love given 
 and received, and the sacred calling to share your grace with a hurting world. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
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Leader: Grant us a lively hope in your mercy and deliver us from weariness in our 
 struggles, from despondency in failure, and from an overburdened sense of 
 unworthiness. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Save us from all unwise haste, from the impatient retort of irritation and the 
 taunt of sarcasm, and from all idle words that hurt. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Lead us away from strife, partisanship, and division, from magnifying our 
 certainties to condemn all differences, and from building our systems to exclude 
 all challenges. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Inspire those who hold authority and influence in the nations with your vision 
 for a world made new and give them the wisdom and hearts of servants to work 
 for the common good and dignity of all people. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Give to the leaders of your Church, especially all bishops, priests, and deacons, 
 the faithfulness of learners and the courage of believers and rescue us from the 
 easy arrogance that seeks wisdom in our own opinions and salvation through 
 our own efforts. 

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader:  Comfort with your healing grace to all those whose suffering in body and spirit 
 is clear to us, all those whose suffering is hidden, and all those whom we name 
 aloud at this time: 
The people speak the names of those on their hearts. 
When you arrived at the service, you received a stick with a name on it. That is the name of someone who 
has requested our prayers. Please call out the name of the person on that stick as well as anyone else on your 
heart, and keep them in your daily prayers through the coming week. Continued… 
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At the Offertory, simply drop the sticks in the offering plate. This is a wonderful way for all of us to share 
in the prayer ministry of our Parish. 
 The Leader concludes saying, 
Leader: Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: And on this Independence Day weekend, we earnestly pray:  

 Almighty God, whose wisdom and love are over all, accept the prayers we offer 
 for our nation. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure 
 manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and 
 arrogance, and from every evil way. Grant wisdom to those in authority that, in 
 serving your people with integrity and in obedience to your will, harmony and 
 justice may prevail to the honor of your Name. 
People: Amen. 
Leader: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
The Confession of Sin: (Prayed by all present) BCP 393 
 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
 known and unknown, things done and left undone; 
 and so uphold us by your Spirit 
 that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of your Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
The Absolution: 
 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive (†) you all your sins through our Lord 
 Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 keep you in eternal life. 
People: Amen. 
All stand as they are able. 
The Peace: 
Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

All greet one another in the Name of the Lord. 



11 

The Birthday and Anniversary Prayer: 
 Watch over your child(ren) O Lord, as their days increase. 
 Bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand. 
 Comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful. Raise them up if they fall. 
 And in their heart(s) may your peace which passes understanding, 
 abide with them all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen. 

Concerning The Holy Communion 
A reminder that all present are welcome to the Communion regardless of Christian denomination. 
We consider it an honor and privilege to commune with all present as one united body of Christ. 

To receive the bread, extend your hands towards the priest. To receive the wine, guide the bottom of the 
chalice with both hands. To receive the bread and wine together via intinction, retain the bread in your 

hands. To receive a blessing instead of the bread and wine, cross your arms across your chest. 
If you have a gluten allergy, simply inform the priest when you come to the rail. 

When at the Altar Rail, move toward either wall so that those in the center will kneel last. 
Please wait to be dismissed; those in the center depart first. 

The Holy Communion 
The Offertory Anthem: Offered by Shane Watson 
The Presentation Hymn:  #380 “The Doxology” Old 100th 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367 
The Sursum Corda: 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. Continued… 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day 
of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

The Sanctus: #S-125 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
All kneel or stand as they are able. 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Priest and People: We remember his death, 
 we proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory; 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit (†) upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified (†) by the 
Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with the Ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Brother Skiles, Constance and 
her companions, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By (†) him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
People: AMEN . 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer: Traditional Version BCP 364 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread: (The Fraction) 

The Priest breaks the consecrated bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
The Fraction Anthem: #S-161 
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The Invitation:  The Priest invites the people to Communion saying, 
 The Gifts of God for the People of God. (And may add:) Take them in remembrance 
 that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Hymns during the Communion: 
 #307 “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” 
 #601 “O Day of God, Draw Nigh” 

An extended time for silent prayer and reflection precedes and follows each communion hymn. 
When all have communed, the following hymn is sung. 

Kneeling Hymn:  #654 “Day by Day” (sung two times) Sumner 
An additional time for silent prayer and reflection precedes the following prayer. 
The Post-communion Prayer: BCP 365 
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
All stand as they are able. 
The Blessing: 
The Priest offers a blessing concluding with, 
 And the Blessing of God Almighty: (†) the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 be upon you this day and remain with you for ever. 
People: Amen. 
The Closing Hymn:  #680 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” St. Anne 
The Dismissal: 
Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
The Postlude:  Offered by Shane Watson 
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We thank those who served this morning 
 At St. John’s At Holy Cross 
 9:00 am 11:00 am 
Musician: Folk & Dagger Shane Watson 
Greeters & Ushers: Mary Pietan & Catherine Pfaff Frank & Mary Watson 
Lectors: Kim Gauss Jane Blackburn 
Prayers of the People:  Kim Gauss Jane Blackburn 
Chalice Bearers: Tav Gauss Mary Pietan & Karla Prudhomme 
Acolytes: Tav Gauss Randy McDonough 
Healing Minister:  Darby Logan 
Linen Fairy:  Sis Kinney 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Staff Transition 
With a mix of sadness for us and joy for him, we share that our Director of Music, Shane 
Watson, has accepted a new position at Arizona State University. We'll celebrate his time 
with us at Coffee Hour on Sunday, July 12th, and a basket to leave notes and love offerings 
will be available in the Church office.  

TODAY, SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2026 
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

 9:00 am Valle Crucis United Methodist Church Service at Holy Cross 
 9:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at St. John’s  with guest musician(s) 
 10:15 am Fellowship on the Lawn at St. John’s 
 11:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at Holy Cross  with music and Children’s Prayer 
  This service is Live-Streamed via our YouTube Channel 
 12:15 pm Fellowship in Skiles Hall 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ON BREAK 

Children’s Sunday School is on hiatus at the 11:00 service for the summer to provide our 
wonderful teachers with a needed break. As always, children are most welcome and 
encouraged to participate in all services at Holy Cross and at St. John’s. 

Regular Compline Services 
Mondays & Thursdays – 8:00 pm via Zoom 

Compline is offered via Zoom at 8:00 p.m. every Monday & Thursday – please follow the 
link on the Church website to join the Zoom meeting. The "Virtual Waiting Room" opens 
15 minutes before each service begins. 

Contact Angela Williams or Mary Pietan if you have any issues signing on for Compline. 

Holy Eucharist and Healing Service 
For summer months, Holy Cross will resume offering a reflective evening service of Holy 
Eucharist with healing prayer at 5:15 pm on the last Wednesday of the month. All are 
welcome. 

NEXT SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2026 
The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

 9:00 am Valle Crucis United Methodist Church Service at Holy Cross 
 9:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at St. John’s  with guest musician(s) 
 10:15 am Fellowship on the Lawn at St. John’s 
 11:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, at Holy Cross  with music and Children’s Prayer 
  This service is Live-Streamed via our YouTube Channel 
 12:15 pm Fellowship in Skiles Hall 
 12:30 pm VCF Leadership Meeting in Skiles Hall 

 



17 

Sunday Fellowship in July 
Our norm is moving to having a more robust coffee hour on First Sundays, but July brings 
a couple different occasions to celebrate. On Sunday, July 5 we may be enjoying some 
leftovers from our picnic at Music in the Valle on July 3, but if not we'll have watermelon 
and some other treats. 

On Sunday, July 12 we will have a parish send off for Shane after church. There will be the 
basic cookies (regular, GF and sugar free) with charcuterie on the table. Please bring an 
appetizer, or a plate of sandwiches, fruit or dessert to share. We’ll supply a cake, tea and 
lemonade. Don’t forget our GF and sugar free friends who need food, too!  

Bring your goodies to share for Fellowship after services at Holy Cross and at St. John’s. 
Moving forward, on the other Sundays beyond the first, we'll have cookies and crackers 
provided by the Vestry, but First Sundays will remain an opportunity to share a bountiful 
spread with each other and visitors. 

Summer Food Ministry: 
Our Families Need Us 

This summer, we are once again partnering with the Valle Crucis United Methodist Church 
to provide food assistance to families in our community. The need is greater than ever. 

Last summer, we served 6 families. This year, we have 11 families in need — nearly 
double from last year. With rising grocery and gas prices, many families are struggling to 
provide enough food during the summer months when children no longer have access to 
school meals. 

Every two weeks, an email will be sent with a link to an online sign-up sheet for requested 
food items. Because we are serving 11 families this summer, our list of requested items is 
significantly larger. We will provide 4 food deliveries throughout the summer and 
appreciate your support in helping us meet these growing needs. 

If you sign up for an item, please honor that commitment. Our distributions are 
planned based on promised donations, and when items are not brought, families may go 
without food they desperately need. Food items will be collected on shelves set up in Skiles 
Hall. 

Thank you for helping us be the hands and feet of Christ by caring for our neighbors 
during this critical time. 
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TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2026 

MNO Participants Become R.O.M.E.O.S. 
For the first time in our ten year history, MNO will be hosted by our Jewish brethren at 
the Temple of the High Country in Boone. They call themselves the "R.O.M.E.O.S." 
(Retired Old Men Eating Out) and our primary hosts Howard Brafman and Kurt Love 
look forward to welcoming us from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21 at 1043 West 
King Street. The meal will be catered by Chef Pauly from Boca Bistro at a cost of $12 per 
person. As always, bring your favorite beverage to enjoy and share, and carpooling is strongly 
encouraged with overflow parking across Poplar Grove Connector at the N.C. Cooperative 
Extension ("Ag Center"). 

MNO is a monthly opportunity for men from within our parishes and in our community 
to enjoy having an evening of fellowship together. We're very flexible and inclusive, so feel 
free to bring a friend... or three! To let our gracious hosts know how many will be in 
attendance, please RSVP by noon on Sunday, July 19 via email to 
KeithTMartin@gmail.com.  

If you do not drive at night, need a ride to and/or from MNO, or are without reliable 
transportation for whatever reason, simply let us know. We have participants from all over 
the High Country who would welcome your company and be happy to pick you up and 
deliver you safely home. Come join us! 

 

mailto:KeithTMartin@gmail.com
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The Parish Prayer List:  July 5, 2026 

Please keep the following in your prayers this week: 
For Healing:  Our injured and disabled military personnel, our veterans, all civilians 
harmed in conflict, and for Dayton C., Wendell S., Noyes L., Gerry P., Rebecca M., 
Sam, Bill B., Julia M., Randy M., Shane B., Claire M., Tav G., Andrea M., Charles III, 
Kate M., Floyd T., Leslie S., Suzie L., Pam C., Ann G., Rosalie G., Stuart T., Michael H., 
Laura B., Linda B., Mike L., Mike M., Susan M., Jacquie M., Arthur L., Coleman B., David, 
Michael T., Wayne W., Sally, Bob C.,  __________. 

For those in Harm’s Way:  All who serve with the armed forces at home & abroad, all 
who serve in the Peace Corps, and all health & relief workers throughout the world. 
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