




have been mowing our grass and planting sorghum cane in our garden. We pray that we
may have PEACE in 2008.

For the Memorial Day holiday weekend we welcome back all the members of the McRee
family for their annual reunion at Valle Crucis!

Celtic Christianity Study Pilgrimage: The Rev. Jeanne Finan is leading a pilgrimage to Wales, August 31-
September 12, 2008. The group will visit sacred sites, hear lectures by leading scholars in Celtic
Christianity, worship and pray together daily, including a Celtic Eucharist to be celebrated by the Rev.
Brendan O'Malley at St. David's Chapel at the University of Wales in Lampeter. There are brochures in the
parish hall. For questions or more details contact Jeanne by email (jfinan@skybest.com) or by phone 963-
8874. 

Diocese of Western North Carolina
Bishop’s Weekly Reflection

The Bishop is on vacation until Sunday.
Here, for your consideration, is a portion of his sermon to the Clergy on the occasion of the Renewal of
their Vows in 2007. I hope you find it applicable as we all look forward to renewing our own Baptismal vows
on Sunday.

Like Isaiah and Jeremiah and Paul and Mary Magdalene and Dorothy Day and all the saints of
the Church, 
        God is inviting us to be agents of the divine yes—
        And to believe in the promised kingdom of mercy and peace and justice
                Regardless of how the world looks.
So what does that mean?
        It means that the means and the end are the same.
        The only way to proclaim the love of Jesus is by loving.
Paul tells the small church of Phillipi---it’s not about winning
        It’s all about loving Christ because that compels you to love one another.
        Do not think about the Church chess board---
        Do not worry about how to get Rowan Williams to do this
        Or Peter Akinola to stop doing that.
Center your life on what is true or honorable or just or pure or pleasing or commendable
Nothing lasting or worthwhile was ever created by negativity or force or coercion or deceit.
        If we resort to those means, we lose even if we think we win.

From Bishop Porter Taylor’s address to the Clergy of Western North Carolina April 2007 
The rest of this sermon can be found at:
http://www.diocesewnc.org/~diocesew/uploads/File/Sermons/2007ClergyRenewalofVows.pdf
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